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L&TTER WHICH TITE GREAT AFOX8O DALDOQUENQUE TROTE, 
AKD SENT Bv ur Gomez TO THE XFQUE DOFESNA 


ee Very great and poworful Lord among tho Mosrs, Xoquo 
ismnel: Afonso Dalboquorque., Cnptain-Geuernl end Gs- 
vornor of India, iw bebnif of the very high and very 
powerful King D. Munuol, Kipg of Portagnl ana of the 
Algarves on this side and on that sido of thn nen, in Africa 
Lord of Guinea, and of the conquest, navigation, and ©cos- 
merco of Æthiopin, Arabia, Persia, avd Indin, and of the 
Kingdom and Lordship of Ormuz, and of the Kingdom 
und Lordship of Go: EI give you to know that when 
I captured the sity and kingdom of ‘Gon, L found therein 
your smbassador, to “whom I showed gront honour, treat- 
iog himaes ambasssdor of so grent = Kivg and Lord, and 
I looked to all his affairs just es 5f he had been sont to 
thoso purts to the King of Portugal. Aux whercas Lait 
informed that tho King D. Monuel, my Lord, would be 
ploosed to hnve an understasdinog and allianse and inter- 
course witb you; therefore T1 send to you this prosent mes- 
sougor to wbom you ares to give credit in respect of. all 
things which Le shall relate to you où my behalf, for bois 
knight and servant of the King my Lord,e mnn well-versed 


itury smattors, brod up iu nrms ncecordins to our ess 


nud of nil tho afuire of tho kivgdom of l'or 


uygal he 
will be compeotout to give you = very good'account. 

+ You are woll-ioformed how it was thnt I guiuod the city 

audi Livgdom of Orunuz in accordance with tho comawnnedi 

of tho Kiug, r0y Lord, nd how froux that tiine forward I 

ntrovs to gnin informntion coucorning your estuato, power, 

avd comuwnnd, and dosirod to sound messenguors Lo yon, if 

the business of Ormuz had not miscarried, which: Z bope te 

Gel will soon be ro-established, for IL arm in expoectatiou of 

wgoine thitber in porson, and theuce 1 will endeavour to buve 

nn interviuw with you ou tho const of the son und burbours 

5f your kivgdouw; for the powers which T1 curry from the 

s Iiog wy Lord, of ships and murinors, are for destrouying nud 

castibg out tbe sbips of the Sultan that mey entor India au 

desire therein to estublish_tbe msclves—which deed, with 

tbe Lélp of God, we have brouglit to pans, for tle Sultau’s 

captain, Mirocem, and his fleet wore routed at Diu,' and all 

Lis ships and artillery taken, and ail his people killed, aud 


now I have put thom to Giglht and guincd the city of Gon 
and all its fluot and cast nil thbo onuomy out af it, ns your 
aimbassador will rolnto to you. 

“And wharcas I huve becn informed tot he is your 
eoomy and makes war upon you, I sond you this worws, 
ofloring to you for employment mgninnt his m3 person nud 
foet, and the menu of the Kiug uny Lord, to hulp Lo Gestroy 
hits, aud I will be against him whensoover you shall require 
this Of me. And if you desire to dostroy the Sultan by 
Jand, you onn reckon upon greut assistance from the Armadn 
of the ICiog amy Lord by sea, and I beliova thnt vvitla small 
troubls you munt gain tho lordahip of the city ©f Cairo, and 
all his kingdoum and dopendencies, and thus tho King y 
Lord con give you greut belp by sen agniuat tho Turk,nnd thus 
hin Goots by s0e aud you with your grent forces and cavalry 
by land con combius to infiict troublous injuriex upon thom. 

<< And in Indin bo has grent fileots wlierewitl hs can bolp 
you. And thus you will gather that you ought to deniro to 
obtain alliance and co-operation with so great na Ling as 
isthe Kiug my Lord by sea aud by land, aud you ought to 
son him your awbussadors, for he will bo vory glud to s00 
nuy one who is cowspetont 10 give nn account of your kiug- 
doms aud your déependeucies And if God granut that this 
intercourso uud alliance bo ratified, onme you with all your 
power sg st the city of Cairo and the landes of the Grand 
Sultan wbich are on the borders of your own, and the King 
ay Lord shall pass over to Jerusalein and gnin from him all 

tho land on that side. 


1 , Aud for tho snake of c i 

a 
Giting that you should seud your incsscugers, and tbrou “4 
thon got à reply from tbe Kiw;z my Lord, and mounwlile 
lot mo bo advisod of what you wish me to do, or i La £ 
quartor tho fleet of tho Kiug ny Lord can procood sad res 
flict most iujury upon tho Sultan for your service.’” Co 
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Issreucrions waice TRE oReAr Aronso Darsoqguerave ave 
ro Ruy Gomez, concERniNa rar wnicu ue was TO SAT 
TO THE NeQUE I5MAEL, 


“First of. all our journey is to be made by wbatever 
method and manuer tbat you can well perform it, direct to 
the pläce where the Xeque Ismael may be; aud ou your 
arrival bofore him you ahail do him that reverence which is 
die to so great a kiug and prince. 

“* Ou your arrival at Ormuz you sholl send n requisition 
to Cogeatar to supply you with the releys of horses that jou 
require, and a requisition to him to give you ali things 
necessary for your expensos, and for the despatch of yor 
iourney;,. in accordance with the advice which I hava for- 
warded to him ir my letters. 

‘Ia the jonrney which you sro thus about to prosecute, 
you eball be ever under the orders, advice, and disposition 
of tbe Ambassndors of the Xeque Ismaei in whose company 
you go, nor shall you ever detach yourself from him to go 
and sce cities, atrongholds, towns, streets, festivals, or 
games, nor shall you foliow any othéf route than thnt which 
be takes, but be in all things under his orders, for jou well 
know how the Moors desire to inflict upon us all the loss 
they can, 

“You shall say to the Xeque Ismeel, on my behalf, that 
I send this visitation to him on account of the greatness of 
his fawe, lordship, and influence, snd où account of the 


good and great qualities which he personally possesses, and 
also because he sholters the Christians, and shews favuur 
and honour towards them. 

‘You shall tell him how my Lord will be ploised to come 

to an understanding and allisnce with him, and will assist 
him in bis war against the Sultan; and thai TI, iu Lis name 
ang on his behulf, offer him the fleet, und army, and artillery 
which I have with me, sud tbe fortresses, towns, aud lord. 
ahips which the King of Portugal holds in India, and'?-wiil 
‘Sire hiw all this sawe help against the Turk. 
“You will tell him that when he rises up and attacks the 
house of Méca, sud is desirous of obtaining possession of it, 
I will enter the Red Sea and make ny way to the barbour 
of Judät with my fluot, aud I will do likewise wheu he de- 
sires to go over the land of Arabia and Adeïv. and over the 
sea on ‘thé coast of Arabia, Bahrew,* and Catife and the 
city of Bagora ;* and 1 will overeun all the cozsts of the 
Persian Sea where Ï cau come and see him ; nnd { will do 
everything thué I can for him. 


Ruy Gomez rase gs soda dl Koh quoi Lis Gill Slaglasli 
ggoñsall Juelauuf LE 458 dule ans Les Glaïs Land 
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You will describe to him the greatness of tho Kiug my 
Lord, sud of bis kiugdoms aud dominions, and the extent of 
their richness and abundance ; and speak of the greatness 
and beauty of the city of Lisbou, the edifices and costly 
houses that it contuins, and of the great quantity and stores 
of silver, and gold, and riches, and number of people that 
-#re contained in the kingdom ; and how tho King my Lord 
bas two gold mines which yield him every year a great 


quantity of precions metal ; a you will relate to him tho 

abuudance of the ships that beloug to the kingdom, their 

groatness, aud the large flcots which he preparcs every year 

‘for India; and how his flcets and subjects sail ail over tho 

world; and that he sends flucts to the Esst ngainst the 
Turks. 
\ ‘ You will tell him how the King, my Lord has acquired 
2 ‘ my towns, cities, and villages by force of arms in Africa ; 
end how his power and dominion are rapidly progressing all 
along the sea-coast dowu to the Capo of Good Hope, aud 
from that point inwerdly as one enters the sen of India ; 
aud you will speak of the fortresses that are contuined in 
this region, aud the kings that are therein subject to his 
supreme authority. 

‘ You will, moreover, tell him of the Queon my Sovereign 
Lady ; whose daughter she is,' and how the king her father, 
and the queen, her mother, hold their kingdoms and domi- 
nions which border upon the kingdom of Portugal: aud in 
this mavaer you will give bim an account of her estate, and 
of tbe maïds of honour who miuïster to her, that they are 
daughiers of dukes, marquesses, and counts of Portugal; 
aud how they appear clothed in brocades and cloth of gold, 
and in all sorts of different coloured silks, nnd adorned with 

F much jewelry, and that on passing from tbe service of the 
quecu, these maïds are married to the: grandees of the king 


dom. Hi 
“ You will mention tbe honsehold estate of the king wy 


Lord, how be is served, and in what manner ho eats at his 
high table of four degrees, white all the great lords and 
fidalgos who frequent lis court, stand at the table with their 


caps removed from their heads until he has fiuishcd his 
repast and rotired, 

7 You will tell bien that he ought to seud au ambassador 
to the King my Lord, with a view to procuring alliauco 
and assistance, not only with regard to the war agaiust 
his encmies, but also in the matter of the mercliandiso 
which cau be scut iuto Persia from the Kingdom of l’ortugal 
by way of Ormuz ; and the Kiug will help him against tho 
Sultan, and agaivst the Turk, by sea and by lund, pro- 
vided that he on his part will send to solicit his alliunce, 
co-opcralion, and essistance. 
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“ You will not cmit to make mention to him of our 
Faith, and observe what his Opinions are in this imnatter, 
and if he receives vou well; and what you say to him in 
this respect shall uot be more than what can be said 
without giving him auy offence ; and you will gather from 
tho Christians of those parts if they practise the ntes of our 
Tlaith, and believe truly that Our Lord was born ef Our 
Lady, and died, and suflered on the Cross to save us; oud 
you will take notice if any of these Cbristians exercise 
rites different in any way to ours, in the practice of their 
Faith ; and see you if you can manage to bring some on6 
of them back with you, that he may go to Rome to the Holy 
Y'ather. 

“ You will inspect their churches and the ornuwents 
therein, tho altars, images, and saints ; noting if they have 
Our Lord upon the Cross, aud the image of Our Lady, 
and ébserving the manner of life among the frinrs and 
clergy, aud their habits, aud if there exist in this land any 
relics of the bodies of saints, martyrs, and eposiles. 

“ You will relate to him minutely all the puture of the 
state of the Kiog my Lord (ulthough in a previous clauso 1 
have instructed you to touch but lightly upon these matters); 
nevertheless you will give him a detailed account of the 
greatness of the Kiug of Portugal’s feusts, the riches and 


brilliavcy of Lis houschold officers and of his court, tlie 
Lenuly of his palace wherein they live ; aud of the expensce 
of his fensts, and the treasures, precious siones, pearls, abd 
jewels, that they wear of various fashious ; and of the graud- 
uess of his Court and of the mounted soldiers who are cou- 
tinually going up and down onguard therein; and of the 
Auwbassadors of the Kiugs his ucighbours who are ever 
coming to his Court; and of all other particular matters 
which he may desire to henr of from you. : 

< You will tell bin and assure him how loyally and truly 
afiucted towards their Lord the Portugcese are; and this 
you shall perform in such na mauner that 4he Xeqne may 
desire carnestly and endcavour to acquire the alliance, as- 
sistanco, and co-operation of tle King my Lord, and may. 
so be minded to take upon himself entirely the obligation 
and good will of doirig likewise whenever he shall be called 
upon to do so, cither by request of the Kivg himself or by 
that of the Captain General, made in bis name, 

‘ You will also give him an account ef tbe power, and feet, 
and wen, and arms, and artillery which I bave under my 
orders in India ; aud also the great quantity cf artillery aud 
its extent which the King my Lord bas iu his kingdomn ; 
and you will relate to him how the soldiers of Portugal 
march on horseback, and tell him of the trappings of silver 
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“Most honourablo King Ceifadin, Abenadar, King of 
Ormuz, in the name of the most high and most mighty D. 
Manucl, King of Portugal aud of the Algarves, on this side 
and on that side of the sca ; in Africa Lord of Guinea, and 
of the Cunqnest, Navigation, [and] Commerce of Æthiopia, 
Arabia, Persia, and of India, and of the kingdom and do- 
wivion of Ormuz, and of the kingdom and dominion of 
Gon; 1, Afonso Dalboquerque Captain-General aud Gaver- 
nor of India for the King NS Manuel my Lord, send you 
my grectings. Herein Goa I met with your messenger, and 
treated him with honour and befitting entertainment, out of 
my love for jou. My departure from Cochim with tbe 
“King's flect was that I might make my way te your city of 
Ormuz to establish there à factory, and place therein 
certain persous whom the King has commissioned. You 
ère to know that the Rumes prepared a fleet in Goa, bat I 
came up agaiust the city and captured it, and cast them out 
of it, and took «ll their fleet and artilierv. Jf I can come 
and pass the winter with you in Ormuz, I will ceme; I 
have ordered a large quantity of provisions to be made 
ready against the arrival of the men composing my feet, 
who'are very numerous ; I have forgiven and forgotten all 
that is past ; 1 am'your great frievd; Cogeamir is going 
to you, he carries these two ships of the King my Lord, 
laden with his merchandise ; I shall be glad if he is recog- 
nised and well greeted by you, as well as these messengers 
whom I send to you with a message from the King to the 
Xeque Ismael. I send my recommendations to you, and to 
your father gud to your mother. Le well assured that in 
all your dealiags I will aksist you always like a true friend. 
Done at Goa, on the twentieth of March, 1510.” 
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had broken out because it 
was reported that the chris- 
tians were Coming up against 
Alexandria, and Xeque Is- 
mael, with a great army 
against Aleppo, that , the 
Great Sultan , upon heaving 
of the entry of our fleet with 
the strakts, had Falle” into a 
great State of alarm, because 
he was of aplinion that this 
was part of a precancerted 
plan made by everyone of 


effrct his destruction.” 
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